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Amanda J. Van den Dool (MFP16, 2010-2012)
Energy and Infrastructure Team Lead, USAID/Regional Development Mission for Asia, Bangkok,
Thailand

[ remember applying for the Mansfield Fellowship, having never traveled to Asia before in my
personal or work capacity. I could never have imagined how my experience over 10 years ago as
a Mansfield Fellow would open up new career pathways and experiences for me as a federal

employee.

I am currently serving in Bangkok, Thailand as a Foreign Service Officer in USAID’ s Regional
Development for Asia (RDMA). As the Energy and Infrastructure Team Lead, I manage a large
and dynamic regional energy and environmental safeguards portfolio, covering the Lower Mekong
and broader Southeast Asia region. We currently have over $55M in regional programming
focused on increasing the deployment of innovative, renewable and clean energy technologies
across the region, and our program continues to grow. Given Japan’ s influence, we have had a

great, collaborative relationship with JICA in several countries where we work.

During my Mansfield fellowship, I had the pleasure of working in MOFA, JICA, in UNIQLO’ s
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) unit, as well as in Diet Member Onodera Itsonori’ s office.
[ arrived in Japan only months after the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami
disaster, so | wanted to spend some of my fellowship year exploring and learning more about
Japan’ s disaster response and recovery efforts. 1 was extremely grateful to have Onodera—san
personally show me around his hometown, Kesennuma in Miyagi Prefecture, in order to see first—
hand the devastation and destruction, as well as the resilience and strength of the Japanese
people to rebuild and resume life. I was also able to join UNIQLO colleagues on volunteer
missions to Tohoku, where we worked side—by—side with residents to clean up debris from the
disasters and help them rebuild their communities. During my rotations with MOFA and JICA, I
was able to travel with Japanese colleagues to places within Japan and overseas to see first—
hand how Japan’ s official development assistance is implemented. Through this diverse set of
experiences, | was able to build strong and deep relationships with colleagues that have served
me over the past decade in my work as an international development professional. After
finishing the fellowship, I returned to Washington and managed USAID’ s bilateral relationship
with JICA and MOFA from our central policy bureau. I then took an assignment as the
Development Partnerships lead for the U.S. Government’ s Power Africa initiative, based in
Pretoria, South Africa. During my tenure, USAID and MOFA signed a Memorandum of

Cooperation to work collaboratively on energy issues in Sub—Saharan Africa. I now continue to



work with JICA through bilateral platforms like the Japan—US Clean Energy Partnership (JUCEP)
and the Japan—U.S. Mekong Power Partnership (JUMPP).
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